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Overview
Quia is an educational technology company that works to deliver learning tools in the form of online textbooks, educational games and test preparation materials to teachers, students and parents across the country.  Quia.com is divided up into three different sections: Quia Books, Quia Web and IXL Math. Upon initial investigation, it may seem like a sort of random grouping of educational tools but the three programs are united by the goal of making learning interactive and fun for students. 

Quia Books provides teachers with Web-based editions of textbooks and workbooks.  The company has partnered with textbook publishers to offer online editions of their products as well as associated workbooks and lab manuals. Once you access Quia Books, you can choose from a list of disciplines including English, Spanish, Chemistry and Law and enter the title of your textbook. If Quia has partnered with that textbook’s publishers, you are given the option of buying the eBook, entering a book key to access worksheets and lab manuals, previewing the text and associated materials or entering a free trial period. By previewing the text, you can test out the various workbook sheets and activities associated with the eBook. The free trial option is particularly helpful if you are looking for a new textbook for your class but don’t want to commit fully. By signing up, teachers are granted 30 days of free access to the textbook before having to decide to purchase it.

Quia Web allows educators to create their own customized educational games and review materials online using their specific course materials. These materials are then made available to students via the Web. This means that teachers can create flashcards, word lists, concentration or matching games using the materials they covered in class to help students review or prepare for a test. Some of the more eye-catching learning games include the challenge board (a version of Jeopardy) and Rags to Riches (a version of Who Wants to be a Millionaire). Teachers can also create online quizzes and surveys to test student knowledge or get student feedback. The great part about Quia Web is that teachers can also share activities with the Quia Web community. If you are looking for an online activity that addresses the settlement of the American West, you can search it on Quia Web and then pick and choose from the results that other educators have created. 

IXL Math is an extension of the material Quia Web seeks to cover but is actually way more comprehensive in its specialty.  IXL is a rarity in terms of an online educational tool because it successfully provides students unlimited practice questions on every topic in pre-kindergarten through eighth-grade mathematics according to specific state standards. Upon logging onto IXL, students can click on the Practice tab which leads them to a list of exercises grouped according to grade level. They can select an exercise that tests the skills they wish to work on. Each exercise is recorded and combined with previous scores to show progress which can be found under the Report tab. Parents and teachers can check how IXL exercises align with their state’s standards under the State Standards tab. In terms of interface, IXL grabs student attention by making learning fun with colorful images and rewards for achievement. As an added benefit for teachers and parents, the IXL program charts student growth automatically, with detailed progress graphs and data. 
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How to Get Started With Quia
Joining Quia.com is pretty straight-forward. You can sign up for a 30 day free trial of Quia Books and Quia Web, giving you access to many of Quia’s important features. A subscription to Quia Books allows you access to a trial book key, which will let you test out a book for 30 days. A subscription to Quia Web gives you the ability to create different types of games and learning activities, the ability to create your own quizzes, the ability to track student quiz results and the ability to create class Web pages. IXL Math activities are freely accessible to the public. However, in order to track your students’ progress, you need to have a member login or sign up for a free trial. If you have your students start practicing their math skills and being the process of progress tracking, it is unclear from the IXL website whether or not their results will be saved once a trial period is over.

While you can use Quia Books Quia Web and IXL Math under this free trial period, the downside is that after 30 days, your trial is up. At this point, you have the option of becoming a Quia member or creating a new account to log in with. If your school is willing to fund membership (or you have the money to pay for it yourself) becoming a member is easiest. A one year subscription to Quia Books and Quia Web is only $49 while IXL Math runs you $199 per class. 

After you figure out the trial period vs. subscription question, you can log in and begin the Quia fun! For Quia Web, once you log in you can immediately create your teacher profile and upload your class roster. You can also start creating activities for your students. This does take some troubleshooting, especially because some of the games are not all that common. It’s helpful to look at what other teachers did using the Quia Web resources to give you a better idea of what each game entails. There are hundreds of already available activities that other educators have created for a variety of subject using Quia (see figure below). You can edit your privacy settings to share your creations with the Quia network or keep them entirely to yourself. It’s up to you.
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As for IXL Math, the website is very user friendly. The user guide section is divided up into two sections, one for IXL Beginners and one for IXL Pros. There is a full user guide for parents and teachers and then a section exclusively for teachers. This helps you set up your roster, gives you tips on how to get your class started on IXL and helps you understand the progress reports IXL creates. It also is really helpful in explaining how IXL can give teachers the indicators they need to know whether their students are on task with state standards.

Using Quia in the Classroom
Meeting State Standards for Math Through Quia’s IXL

Teachers and educational researchers from across the country have worked to compile a dynamic database for the national and statewide standards for math in grades Pre-K through eight on Quia.com’s IXL Math site.   The State Standards tab enables both teachers and students to first choose their state (or the District of Columbia), select a grade level, and finally, view the standards.   Each standard has a list of practice skills that students can either complete on their own or as part of a monitored assessment.   Teachers and school districts that subscribe to Quia.com can track students’ work and create individualized goals and/or practice problems for each of their students.  
Reinforcing and Reviewing with Quia

In Norfolk, VA, Mrs. Young uses Quia to reinforce and review Science information with her students.  In one example, Mrs. Young uses Quia’s “Rags to Riches” template to create a question and answer game about SOL 4.7 on Earth Patterns, Cycles and Changes.  “Rags to Riches” is a feature of Quia.com that allows members to create a Who Wants to Be A Millionaire-esque game on any topic they want.  Students can compete with themselves or amongst their peers to see who can reach the $1,000,000 mark by answering fourteen consecutive questions correctly.  The teacher can provide up to three hints for each question; however, students are only allowed a total of three hints throughout the course of a given round.  When a question is answered incorrectly, it’s automatically game over and students can start again.
Pre-Assessing Assessments with Quia

Mrs. Burch, a fifth grade teacher from Linkhorn Park Elementary School in Virginia Beach, used Quia to gauge what her students knew before their unit tests in Science and Social Studies.   Her three Virginia Studies Review Quizzes allow for students to take multiple choice quizzes online for feedback, not a grade, and allow her to see what topics to dedicate the most classroom review time to the next day.   Immediately after completing a quiz, students can see which questions they answered incorrectly, the correct answer, and a short explanation of why that answer is the right one.  Mrs. Burch also lists the SOLs featured in each of her quizzes so that her students (and their parents) can know why they are expected to know the answers to the featured questions.  
Quia: The Tutor
Jeanine Matone from Holdrum Middle School in Riverdale, NJ helps her sixth graders practice finding the main ideas in short stories and passages using Quia.  This particular activity has forty sample passages that students can use to practice and learn at their own pace.  Mrs. Matone uses her Quia profile as an online study hall for her students, which includes everything from their vocabulary units to a WallWisher app.  She also includes helpful notes to her students who are either unfamiliar with or having problems using other classroom technologies like VoiceThread.com and Google Docs.  Using this site, Mrs. Matone is able to teach her students twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week—all through her Quia site!
Bringing the Classroom Home with Quia

Quia’s IXL also allows parents to access problems perfectly tailored to their child’s age and learning level.  While most adults understand and are able to solve first grade math problems, it is often difficult for them to communicate that understanding to their young learner.  IXL makes it easy for parents to see what their child should be learning, how they are learning it, and if they understand it. Virginia SOL 1.5, for example, states that students are expected to recall basic addition facts with sums to 18 or less and the corresponding subtraction facts.  IXL lists countless sample problems and activities that are easy to navigate and easy to read (Pre-K through 1st grade students even have the option of listening to, rather than reading, the directions for each problem).

Assessing Quia for the Classroom

· PROS

· There are tons of publically available pre-made activities for teachers to draw upon
· Activities allow for review and reinforcement for students but are also fun
· IXL allows teachers to track student progress throughout the year and in accordance with state standards
· Quia Web allows teachers to view quiz results for the class as a whole or for a particular student, for all quizzes at once or for a single quiz only.
· You can link other websites to your Quia Web profile including Glogster, Wallwishers, GoAnime.com
· CONS

· Quia.com sort of seems like a random grouping of three different websites. 
· Ebooks are not comprehensive and are limited to languages mostly
· Cannot search Quia Web by age or grade level, only by topic.
· Quia web does not list suggested grade level in the description of the activity. 
· Quia Web is not easy to troubleshoot. It takes a lot of patience and willing to tinker around on the website, especially when creating the games and activities since many of them were unfamiliar at first glance.
Considerations for Teachers

· Before creating a game, worksheet or quiz, visit other teachers’ examples so you know what kind of activity you are creating. 

· Before giving your kids free reign over Quia Web or IXL, schedule an orientation session so the students know what is expected of them and how to navigate the website. 
· Will need to explain the difference between accessing a simple game or quiz and completing an activity to be tracked. 
· Not all students will have access to a computer and as a result, they won’t be able to access the activities.
· Even if teachers were to print out versions of their Quia Web activities, students would lose the instant feedback factor and teachers would not be able to instantly track their progress. 
· Keep in mind when signing up for Quia products that you will eventually have to pay for it if you want to use these services long term. Quia Web and Books are pretty cheap but IXL Math could get pricey at $199/class. Also it is not clear what constitutes a class – special consideration for team teachers. 
· If you have a Quia account, any activities that you create while subscribed will remain on Quia unless you delete them. You can reuse your activities and quizzes over and over. Any activities you create during a 30-day trial will be deleted when the trial expires but if you subscribe within 30 days after your trial account expires, your trial activities will be restored for you
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Reduce time spent grading and
engage students with online
workbooks and textbooks from
the world's leading publishers.

Practice makes perfect, and IXL
makes math practice fun. With
unlimited questions on thousands
of math topics, students can
improve their skills and confidence.

Visit Quia Books Visit Quia Web Visit IXL Math




